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TELEGHAI! IN COPE (G. Ch, V.) 


From Berlin Mey 15th 2:20 Puli. 
To Tokyo May 15tr. 


Tokyo Enbassy 
Noe 1197/9 of May 14th, 


To be kept under lock end sical 
For tre Ambassador pcrsonally. 


Res Telegram of the 6th, No. 1412, 


Witr respect to trc qgucstion dcelt with in your 
tclegren on Japancsc-Russien reiavions, the following stould 
be taken undex consideration. without doubt trc opportunity 
to scizc thc Sibcrien Coastei Provinee and Vladivostok, so 
vitelly necessary to Jepencse scourity, will never be as 
favorable as et present when Ragsie's combincd strength is 
streincd to tre utmost on the European front, In tris situa» 
tion tre following cxists: 


1) If Jeponese cstimatcs of Russien forces in 
Siberia are eccuratec, snd src is able to overeone Russian 
resistence in Viedivostok and pcnctrete into Sibdcria in the 
direction of Leke biakai, then such an vnderteking would 
be very significant to the subsequent dcvclopnent of the 
war. dJapen cen not cvadce thre threat to ker rear from 
Russian coastal provinecs, it would thcrcfore be best if sre 
would arrive et a decision to etcteck Vladivostok et tre very 
carliest. Trerc is no ques tion trat this intervening time 
is uscd by tre Russians in cooperation with thc Ancricans 
for tre sole purpose of fortifying tre €ibcrien Coastel ercas 
in ordcr to provide air bascs wrick will constitute a trreat 
to Japen. Trerceforc, thc carlicr the pust ageinst 
Vladivostok tekes place tho less progress wiil heve been 
mede in tresc preperetions: however, tris is all bescd on 
tre premise trat Jepan 4s sufficiently strong for an 
operation of tris nature and will nct breve to frec other 
forees wrich wouid woakcn her position cgeinst Englend end 
fuerica, as for exemplc, in Buina, 


2) If Jepan lacks tre necessary strengtr to 
successfully underteke such &n oneretion tren it would 
neturally be bettcr that sre paintein neutrel reletions with 
Soviet Russie. 


Tris elso eases our burden since in any cvcnt Russia 
must neintein troops in Eest Siberia in anticipetion of e ° 
Japencse=-Russien conflict. Above ell any Japanese assurence 
to the Russiens uust be evoided, Ey maintcnence of neutrelity, 
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the risk of a long drawn out war wit! insufficient forces 
and particulerly witr denecr of air ettecks egeinst the 
Jepancse Pomc Isiends will be svoidcd. In this respect 
Japan must undcrtrke tre offensive in scme other dircetion, 
8s for exainplc, India or sustralie. in order to contribute 
effectively to tre joint conduct of te warn 


In sunning up, thc following is to be seid fron 
the Germen standpoint: ‘e suddcn rnd suceossful rtteck egeinst 
Sovict-hussia might prove o ‘set boon for te furtrcr conduct 
or tre war to the Tri; ertitc 
be undertekcn if sucecss can 


I requcst thet you stress 
tions end perreps put icse enpr 
mey acerue from o Japenese etteck 
Unitcd Statcs es it apncers in your 
dmportent point whic’ siould tc ecnst 
ettention of tre Japenese ere? 


1.) that tre situetion was never as favoreble as 
it is now. 


2c) the longcr one waits ell tre morc eirficlds 
will be buiit in Siberia and 


3.) the &mericens will be able to render the 
Russians morc cffective support once trcsc installations 
arc complctcd tran is possiblic today, With rcfcrenee to 
III., 4, of your telegren in w' ick you rention tret a 
Russian-Jepencse war would bc w “eoned by Amcrice since it 
would weaken Russia, I vie> ts nese that tris argument is 
somewhat devious since rit pe.rent momcat tre Amcricens 
are actuelly strcengtr nine } sie by tre delivery of war 
meteriels, cte.s in ordcr $2 c!ecrgtron her as muck as 
possible, and by no mepns thurs of werkening Russiee On 
tre other hand, I agrec wi your views exprcsscd in 
II., 3 trat the Lrericens in tre light of coming presidential 
cleetion will try evcrytring to bring about a Sovict 
Russian Japencse War os a ition end so it must be 
reckoned that thc Japuncse W . try to avoid such e conflict, 


All in ell our tactics must be suck as to makc 
Jepen aware of trese points of vicw witrout directly forcing 
the issue. 


RIBBENTROP. 
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